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W H I T E  W I N E S

Domaine de Bellene Savigny-lès-Beaune Blanc 2018
[92] Decanter 
Nicolas Potel calls this the ‘flagship’ white of his domaine operation 
with some justification, as year in year out, it’s one of his best value 
wines. Smoky, leesy and refreshing, it has benefited from the higher 
yields in a hot vintage to produce a wine that’s fresh and crunchy 
with understated wood and an oatmealy mid palate. October 2018

[92] Wine.com 
Charming and authentic. This wine excels with aromas and flavors 
of earth, dried leaves, and developed nuances. Enjoy it with steamed 
lobster in a ginger and scallion sauce. May 9, 2022

[91] Wine & Spirits 
This wine’s leesiness has a white-chocolate richness and the full weight  
of lemon pound cake. But there’s also an herbal acidity and fresh 
apple flavors to lift it and turn its succulence toward refreshment. It 
had one taster riffing on a match with seared scallops in a Vietnamese  
preparation, with tomatoes, fish sauce and garlic. October 2020

[87] Burghound 
Once again there is a whiff of the exotic to the nicely floral suffused 
aromas of lychee and white peach. The round, supple and caressing 
middle weight flavors possess a bit more volume if less minerality on 
the refreshing finish that offers just enough depth and persistence to 
be interesting. This too should drink well young. June 2020

Domaine de Bellene Meursault Les Forges 2018
[88] Burghound 
A Pretty and attractively layered nose offers up notes of roasted 
nut, acacia and pear compote. There is fine volume to the rich and 
caressing medium weight flavors that possess a lovely texture before 
concluding in a reasonably complex and sneaky long finish. This is 
appealing in it’s fashion though it could use a bit more overall depth. 
This too should drink well early on. June 2020

Domaine de Bellene Beaune Les Perrières  
Premier Cru 2018

[94] Wine.com 
Juicy and nicely layered on the palate. This wine offers aromas and 
flavors of savory spices, ripe fruit, and oak. Enjoy it with baked halibut  
in a cream sauce. May 9, 2022

[93] Wine & Spirits 
Grand in its complexity, this young Beaune already presents detailed 
layers of supple fruit and mineral power. The wine’s bright gold color 
glints in the same hue as the sun. Its clean Asian-pear and lemongrass  
flavors seem like they might be advanced; in fact, they are just  
precocious, as the wine holds its freshness for days, and sustains that 
initial complexity. This is compelling to drink now, and would be 
intriguing to cellar, to see what it might become. October 2020

[86] Burghound 
A Slightly fruity and floral-suffused nose displays wisps of various 
exotic characters that can also be round on the round, opulent and 
seductively textured medium-bodied flavors that possess better  
intensity on the lingering finish where the only nit is a hint of 
warmth. June 2020
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R E D  W I N E S

Domaine de Bellene Savigny-lès-Beaune  
Vieilles Vignes 2018

[91] Wine.com 
Nicely textured on the palate and lasting in the finish. This wine shows  
aromas and flavors of black fruit, dried earth, and savory spices. Pair 
it with grilled lamb kebabs. May 9, 2022

[86] Burghound 
This too flirts with volatile acidity but it’s quite subtle on the ripe 
nose of plum, cassis and warm earth. The round, mouth coating and 
delicious medium weight flavors also possess a supple mid-palate that 
contrasts with the firm and slightly grippy finish where a touch of 
bitter pit fruit character slowly emerges. April 2020

[15.5] JancisRobinson.com
Ripe stone fruit and some tropical. Fleshy and rich. Medium-long, 
creamy finish. December 2019 

Domaine de Bellene Nuits-Saint-Georges  
Vieilles Vignes 2018

[93] Wine.com 
Tightly packed on the palate and impressively persistent. This wine  
excels with aromas and flavors of black fruit, mineral notes, and charred  
rocks. Try it with the first cut from a roast prime rib. May 9, 2022

[88] Burghound 
A slightly fresher nose offers up decidedly floral-infused aromas of 
spice, the sauvage and black cherry aromas. Once again, the medium  
weight flavors are not particularly concentrated, but they are reasonably  
refined in the context of what is typical for the appellation, all wrapped  
in serious if slightly rustic finale. April 2020

Domaine de Bellene St. Romain Vieilles Vignes 2018
[88] Burghound 
A markedly ripe yet still reasonably fresh nose is comprised by notes 
of dark berry liqueur, spice and a whisper of violet. The velvety and 
rich flavors possess unusually good volume for a St. Romain red, all 
wrapped in a mildly austere and rustic finale. April 2020

Domaine de Bellene Vosne-Romanée Les Suchots 
Premier Cru, 2018

[89] Burghound 
Here the very ripe nose is spicier still with lovely freshness suffusing 
the aromas of sandalwood, black raspberry and hoisin. The supple, 
delicious, round and relatively forward middle weight flavors tighten 
up on the warm, robust and somewhat awkward finish. This may well 
come together in time but at present the spiky tannins render the 
overall sense of harmony somewhat suspect. April 2020

[17+] JancisRobinson.com
Coffee cream, some rose petals, scented red cherry and chalky  
minerality. Elegant yet muscular. Liquid stones, floral red fruit and 
creamy oak. Nice finesse. December 2019 

Domaine de Bellene Vosne-Romanée,  
Les Quartiers de Nuits 2018

[88] Burghound 
An overtly floral-suffused nose displays a lovely array of spice elements  
on the essence of red berry fruit aromas. I very much like the 
mid-palate mouthfeel of the sappy medium-bodied flavors that 
terminate in a powerful, rustic and mocha-inflected finish. This is 
quite a robust Vosne villages that will require at least some patience. 
April 2020

Continues
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Domaine de Bellene Beaune Les Grèves  
Premier Cru, 2018

[92] Burghound 
Pretty floral and Asian style tea influences can be found on the black 
berry liqueur-suffused nose. There is excellent size, weight and power  
to the muscular middle weight plus flavors that coat the palate with 
dry extract on the impressively long though decidedly structured 
finish where the only reproach is a touch of warmth. Worth checking 
out. April 2020

[16.5+] JancisRobinson.com
Smoky oak quite overt now, but a decent depth of blackberry fruit. 
Sweet and rich palate, with a pretty stolid tannic load beneath. Long, 
sweet-fruited finish. December 2019 

Domaine de Bellene Volnay “Les Grands Poisots” 2018
[88] Burghound 
A spicy, ripe and nicely layered nose speaks of notes of violet, cassis 
and soft spice nuances. The markedly rich medium-bodied flavors 
possess a velvety mid-palate that contrasts somewhat with the firm 
and mildly warm finale that also reveals a touch of bitter pit fruit 
character. April 2020

Domaine de Bellene Côte de Nuits-Villages  
Vieilles Vignes 2018

[87] Burghound 
Very ripe dark berry liqueur-like aromas enjoy added breadth in the  
form of violet, cassis and warm earth wisps. The middle weight flavors  
are not especially dense but the seductively textured mid-palate is 
slightly finer though it contrasts markedly with the raspy, rustic and 
moderately tannic final. April 2020

Domaine de Bellene Beaune Vieilles Vignes –  
Homage à Françoise Potel, Premier Cru 2018

[94] Decanter 
Produced as a tribute to the memory of his late mother, Nicolas Potel 
uses fruit from five different Premiers Crus. You suspect that she’d 
be very happy with the result, now in its fifth vintage, because this is 
a textured, well-honed red that benefited from the lift and perfume 
of 50% whole clusters in 2018, embellishing the sweet red cherry fruit 
and sinewy tannins. October 2018

[94] The Tasting Panel 
Smooth and juicy, with fine Pinot Noir flavors of cherry and ripe 
plum. Tangy, pure, and refined; long and rich. March 2021

[93] Wine.com 
Layered, elevated, and lasting. This wine flourishes with aromas and 
flavors of bright red and black fruits, with a hint of spice. Enjoy it 
with roasted game birds and wild mushrooms. May 9, 2022

[91] Wine & Spirits 
Powerfully compressed, this wine yields a rose perfume out of its 
youthful tannic extract. There’s a pungent character to those  
tannins, with scents of spruce and pine driving the wine forward. 
Superconcentrated for now, this needs cellar time to reveal its layers 
of flavor. October 2020

[89] Burghound 
An overtly ripe though slightly fresher blend consists of attractively 
floral aromas of red and dark raspberry that is cut with soft spice and 
earth nuances. There is good energy to the sleekly textured flavors 
that once again contrast somewhat with the firm and mildly grippy 
finish (from 5 different 1ers). April 2020

[16] JancisRobinson.com
Rich, ripe fruit is the core of the nose, with cinnamon oak and flint 
complexity. Primary, slightly pinched tannins. Decent length.  
December 2019 

Domaine de Bellene Beaune Vieilles Vignes –  
Homage à Jean Ferté, Premier Cru 2018

[93] Decanter 
Jean Ferté was the person who persuaded Nicolas Potel’s parents to 
move to Burgundy, so it’s fitting that there should be a wine named 
after him. This is a 60/40 cuvée of Aux Jarrons and Les Peuillets,  
fermented with 50% whole bunches and aged in 10% new wood. 
Sweet, tangy, savoury and autumnal with notes of aromatic spices  
and forest floor. October 2018
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Domaine de Bellene Nuits Saint Georges  
“Aux Chaignots” 2018

[89] Burghound 
A fresh, pure and layered nose consists of liqueur-like dark berry 
fruit, plum, violet, earth and touches of spice. There is excellent  
richness to the slightly more refined medium weight flavors that coat 
the palate with dry extract where the supporting structure arrives 
all at once on the grippy and mildly drying finish. I suspect that this 
will round into form once the sulfur addition is more completely 
integrated. April 2020

Highlights from the Press – Domaine de Bellene 2018 (page 4)


